Bethany Church

October 5, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:

“I’m an idealist.  I don’t know where I am going but I’m on my way.” – Carl Sandburg

So, I want to follow up on my story from last week.  If you will recall, a girl in this class I am taking recognized me and told me that her interactions with me in the past had changed her life.  Of course, this week I went to class early in hopes of having a further conversation with her.  I told her how moved I was by what she had told me the previous week and thanked for the affirmation.  I shared how much knowing about her story meant to me.  Then she surprised me again and told me that she had also majored in English at Oakland University because of me.  You see, in the class I teach on Comparative Religion at Macomb Community College, I require each student to read a novel with some religious theme.  She told me she didn’t want to do the assignment because she considered reading novels a waste of time but forced herself into reading one of the novels on my list nonetheless.  Well, she absolutely loved the particular novel she chose.  She loved it so much she began reading other such novels.  The reading of novels about religion led her to change her major to English.  She told me doing so had enriched her life greatly and was a good background for teaching Comparative Religion in the future.  I didn’t know what to say.  So, I shared a thought that I had pondered over during the previous week:  I wonder if all of us, in some large or small part, are used by God to influence someone else’s life, perhaps profoundly, perhaps even including a life changing or life re-directing decision, AND WE NEVER KNOW ABOUT IT?  I wonder if it is common for someone like me, or someone like you to have made a difference in someone’s life AND NOT BE AWARE OF IT?  Then I gave her my interpretation of my previous week’s experience with her.  I said, “God blessed me by letting our paths cross again so that my influence on you would come to my awareness.  God did that to encourage and inspire me AND TO ENCOURAGE AND INSPIRE YOU!  For you see, you will also make a huge difference in someone else’s life through the vocation that you have chosen, maybe many someones!  Whenever you get down or discouraged, remember our conversations.  You may never be aware of the impact you had on someone else’s life, but you can still be assured that you have made a difference.”  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear.

THIS SUNDAY, October 7 – We begin our series GOD IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK!  For six weeks we will focus our Sunday worship and our small groups on becoming aware of God’s wonderful activity in our lives.  Be sure to sign up for a small group experience for this six week period.  Make the commitment to deepen your spiritual life and sign up at Grand Central. 

ALSO THIS SUNDAY, you will hear special music by Dave von Behren & Mary Garrone.  We will also Kickoff our World Mission Offering which will be received during the month of October.  Our goal is $1,600.  Offering envelopes for the WMO are in the pews.

OCT. 14 – After our fellowship dinner we will be having a NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION in the Pastor’s Study.  If you are interested in baptism and/or church membership – I want to encourage you to come.  Child care will be provided.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.” – Matthew 6:24

 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

