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Dec. 5 - Women’s Christmas Tea, 1 PM 

Dec. 6 - Annual Business Meeting, after Worship 
Dec. 9 - All Team Huddle at Jespersen’s, 7 PM 

Dec. 12 - Angel Brunch, 10 AM - 12 PM 
Dec. 13 - Fellowship Dinner after Worship 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6 PM 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
 
Okay!  Slow down!  You’re moving too fast.  Yes, there is 
a lot to do to prepare for Christmas.  After all, you’ve got 
to decorate, and shop, oh yes, shop.  Then there are 
plans to make, negotiations to conduct with family 
members about when and where to gather.  Oh, and 
food—there is food to think about—baking, oh yes. 
 
Slow down!  You’re moving too fast.  You’re doing 
everything on the run, multi-tasking, face-booking, 
sending holiday cards or emails to the people in your life. 
 
Slow down!  What’s that?  You’ve got cleaning to do at 
home and Christmas events and parties to attend! 
 
Slow down!  First things first.  Be sure your heart is 
centered upon the things that are truly important.  I mean, 
what is the reason for the season?  Isn’t it 
about a story, a story of love and family?  
Isn’t this annual reenactment of Jesus’ 
birth really our story too, our story of love 
and family—a living story that dovetails 
with the Christmas story?  Can you see it?  
You can only see it if you slow down. 
 
Let me ask you a question.  Do you begin the day with 
prayer?  And, do you have a spot, a place where you can 
have some quiet time with God?  Most of us do our 
prayers this way: "Dear God, I know I am driving, so I 
hope you’ll excuse that I have my eyes open, but I just 
remembered so-and-so, please be with them today.  
Amen."  It’s okay to pray that way, but it’s not enough.  
Don’t get me wrong!  Prayer like I’ve described, 
multi-tasking prayer, is actually a good thing.  It gives you 
an awareness of God being with you throughout the day.  
But, it doesn’t replace the kind of prayer that Jesus talks 
about when he suggests that you go into your closet (a 
private place) and open your heart to God. 
 
So, let me encourage you to make for yourself such a 
private place and determine to go there each morning.  
Pick a spot, light a candle, and start your day with calm, 
quiet reflection and prayer. 
 
 

 
Start by taking 10 minutes.  What?  You can’t afford to 
give God your full attention for 10 minutes a day?  Sure 
you can!  You fit lots of things into your schedule.  Start 
your day this way and be blessed.  Don’t take my word 
for it, try it and see for yourself. 
 
Now, if you will decide to slow down, you just might hear 
the flutter of angel wings around you, and voices—voices 
that say something like "Glory to God in the highest 
heaven," and "peace on earth through those of us whom 
he favors with His blessings.1"  Amen.  
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During worship on Sunday, December 6, we will have a 
Commissioning Ceremony for our three new Deacons: 
Nona Bos, Rodger Zeller, and Bob Hunt.  Come be a 
part of this experience.  We worship at 10:30 AM. 
 

                                                

 
1
Luke 2:14b, trans. Bolin. 

 
Scripture and Sermon Titles for December 

 
 

12/06 COMMUNION; 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT; 
DEACON COMMISSIONING 

 Scripture: Philippians 1:2-11; Luke 3:1-14  
 Sermon: Stirring Up Advent: Recipe for Grace 
  
12/13    3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 Scripture: Luke 1:26-38; Luke 7:18-28  
 Sermon: Stirring Up Advent: Recipe for 

Empowerment  
 
12/20 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 Scripture: Luke 2 (selections)  
 Sermon: Stirring Up Advent: Recipe for Intimacy 
 
12/24 CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE: 

6:00 PM   (Thursday evening) 
(Carols, skits, nativity, candle lighting, & 
 Christmas story) 

 
12/27 CHRISTMASTIDE ALUMNI GROUP 
 (post-high school) LEADING WORSHIP 



 
 

Bethany Linc – Page 2 

 

 

 

� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � �� � 	 
 �� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � �� � 	 
 �� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � �� � 	 
 �� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � �� � 	 
 � ����
 
There are three ways to give a Christmas gift to Christ 
this year: 
 
BLANKETS.  All through Advent you are encouraged to 
bring a new blanket to church with you.  We are looking 
to collect 58 blankets this year because Pastor James is 
going to celebrate his 58th birthday.  The blankets will be 
distributed to Grace Centers of Hope & Open Door for 
the homeless and needy. 
  
MITTEN TREE.  We will also be collecting mittens, 
scarves, and hats for Open Door.  Put these items 
directly on the Christmas tree in the Parlor during Advent. 
 
FOOD.  All during Advent we will be collecting food for 
Open Door.  They have a great need during this season.  
Put your gifts of food in the containers by the front door. 
 

VALET PARKING 
 
We now offer Valet Parking every 
Sunday beginning at 10:00 AM.  Just 
drive up under the portico and honk 

your horn.  A church member will come out and park your 
car for you.  If you are interested in joining our team of 
valets, call Susan Barlow at 248-534-3799 or Jan Rowe 
at 248-338-0786. 
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All women are invited to the Woman’s Christmas Tea on 
Saturday, December 5 at 1 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  
During the Tea, you will be treated 
to holiday music by the 
Celebration Barbershop Quartet.  
The program after the Tea in the 
sanctuary will feature classical 
performers Andrew Clark on the 
piano and Ann Clark on the clarinet.  $10 per ticket.  For 
tickets call Marci Davis at 248-931-2903.  Childcare will 
be provided.  Remember to bring new items for HAVEN 
to the Tea.  Valet parking available. 
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During the Sundays of Advent, the Adult Sunday School 
class will meet in the parlor to engage in Charles 
Dickens’ "A Christmas Carol" Bible Study beginning at 
9:30 AM each Sunday.  The study will involve watching 
scenes from the story and discussing related Bible 
passages.  Nelson Haynes and Susan Barlow will lead 
the discussion. 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 
We will conduct our Annual Business 
Meeting immediately after worship on 
Sunday, December 6.  The purpose of 
the meeting is to elect officers for 2010 
and to vote on the 2010 church budget. 
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If you are on one of our Ministry Teams or if you would 
like to be, you are invited to an All Team Huddle at the 
home of Al & Lottie Jespersen, 8315 Fox Bay Drive, 
White Lake on Wednesday, December 9 at 7 PM.  You 
are invited to bring hors d’oeuvres or desserts.  RSVP 
Lottie at 248-698-1227. 
 

Baptism Class, December 13 
 
Youth and adults who are interested in baptism are 
invited to a Baptism class on Sunday, December 13 
from 12 - 1:30 PM.  We will meet during the Fellowship 
Dinner, so get a plate of food and gather in the Pastor’s 
Office.  We will observe Believers’ Baptism on Sunday, 
December 20. 
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Beginning at 12:30 PM, on the 2nd & 4th Mondays of 
December (14 & 28) the Pastor and Deacons will be 
available in the sanctuary to offer healing prayers for 
anyone who desires prayer for any reason.  An anointing 
with oil will be available if desired.   
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The Christian season of Advent has begun.  The theme  
this year is Stirring Up Advent: Recipes for Relationships!  
Advent materials are available at Grand Central.  
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After worship on Sunday, December 13, we will have 
our monthly Fellowship Dinner.  You are asked to bring a 
dish of food to share.  The teams in charge of set-up and 
clean-up are: Hospitality & Worship Teams and Youth.  
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On Wednesday, December 24, at 6:00 PM, we will 
gather for the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  This 
will be a family-friendly service featuring carols, skits, a 
nativity, and candle lighting. 
 
 



 
 

Bethany Linc – Page 3 

 

� �� � � �� � � �
 � � � 
 �� �� � �� �� �� � � �� � � �
 � � � 
 �� �� � �� �� �� � � �� � � �
 � � � 
 �� �� � �� �� �� � � �� � � �
 � � � 
 �� �� � �� � �� � �  � � 	 �!� � �  � � 	 �!� � �  � � 	 �!� � �  � � 	 �! ����
 
One of Bethany’s great annual traditions is the 
"After-Christmas-Flop."  This year’s Flop will take place 
on Saturday, January 9 at 6:00 PM at the home of 
Frank & Janalee Grainer, 6682 Weston Court, Clarkston 
(248-393-6650).  Adults of all ages, new or long-time 
members, are all urged to attend.  Bring a White Elephant 
gift (a wrapped, unmarked gag gift) to exchange.  The 
White Elephant gift exchange will be a hilarious 
conclusion to a great night of food and fellowship.  This 
year the food will be soup and sandwiches.  Call Janalee 
to RSVP and to talk about what to bring. 
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You are invited to join those reading the book Acts of 
Faith by Erich Segal.  January 15 at 9:15 AM.  We will 
be meeting @ Louise Aebersold’s, 7705 Pleasant Brook 
Dr., Waterford (248-738-5528).  Copies of the book will 
be available to loan out in the church office.  Or, pick up a 
copy of the book at the library or a bookstore. 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
 
Calling all MEN!  Come and enjoy a homemade breakfast 
at Bill Maxfield’s, 8164 Vanden Dr., White Lake.  After a 
wonderful breakfast (prepared by Nancy), Bill will lead in 
a Men’s Group Study.  The next Men’s Breakfast will be 
on January 16 at  8:30 AM. 
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On Sunday, January 17, immediately after 
worship, you are invited to join in the 
"Un-hanging of the Greens" party.  Stay for 
a few minutes to take down and carefully 
put away our Christmas decorations.  "Few 
hands make light work!"   

 

From the Longstaffs 
 

Hi to everyone.  God bless everyone.  We can’t come to 
church, but we are signed up for Kroger scrip.  Thanks to 
everyone for your love & prayers. 
 

Sherry & Mike Longstaff 
4379 Hazel 
Clarkston, MI 48348 

 

COMING IN JANUARY 
 

Jan. 9 - After Christmas Flop at Grainers, 6 PM 
Jan. 10 - Epiphany Celebrated during Worship 

Jan. 17 - Un-hanging of the Greens Party after Worship 
Jan. 28 - Lael & Friendship House Comedy Club, 7 PM 

Jan. 31 - FAMILY SUNDAY!  (all ages in worship) 
Jan. 31 - Congregational Meeting after Worship 
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Dear Bethany Baptist, 
 
We appreciated all of the hard work that the women of 
your church put into making such a lovely dinner for our 
family and guests.  The death of our Mother (Naomi 
Griffin) brought us closer together.  We truly are thankful 
for your time and effort.  Thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts!  God bless you – Robin Wright (daughter of 
Gene & Naomi Griffin) 

*      *     * 
 
Words cannot express the thanks to this Bethany family 
for the support given me in this time of sadness. 
Thank you, Gene Griffin  

*      *     * 
 
Thank you for my Graduation Party.   
 
Thanks to all who were involved in the planning, set up 
and clean up of my graduation party.   
 
Thanks also to all who attended, giving me hugs, gifts, 
prayers and congrats.  I feel truly blessed to be a part of 
such a loving church family.   It only took 17 years to fulfill 
a dream of mine!  Never give up!  
 
Much love, Michelle McGregor  
 

 

 
(page 2 of Business Card – Liberty Tire & Auto Care) 
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Relationships are wonderful gifts given to us by God. As we 
read in the Bible, the most-intimate relationship is marriage 
between a husband and a wife. Unfortunately, relationships 
today are under more cultural and interpersonal pressure 
and stress than ever before in our history.  What can you do 
to make a difference? 
 
�  Come to MOVIE NIGHT at Bethany to see the movie 

FIREPROOF 
�  Friday, January 15 at 7:00 PM 
�  Free sitter available on site 
 

This heartfelt movie tells the story of a couple on the brink of 
divorce … until they discover God’s design for their 
relationship.   
�  Attend SMALL GROUP Series  
�  Sundays at 9:15 AM, January 17 - February 21 
�  Led by Julie and Tim Patterson 
�  Participant Book $7 
 
Topics will be: 
© HE SAID/SHE SAID – appreciating the God-designed 

differences between men and women 
© HE FIRST LOVED US – God’s love for us and how it 

enables us to love others 
© LOVE FOR A LIFETIME – marriage as a lifelong 

covenant 
© BREAKING FREE – freeing ourselves from temptations 

that can destroy a marriage 
© FORGIVENESS – offering and receiving forgiveness 
© A BETTER WAY OF LOVING – unconditional love 
 
�  Get the THE LOVE DARE 40-day Devotional 
�  Available at Grand Central for $8 
 
A key element of the movie includes a Bible-based 
devotional, a notes section and a love “Dare” for each of the 
40 days. 
 
Everyone can benefit from this series. Even if you are single, 
the series and film are really about love.  God’s love for us, 
His plan for relationships and the steps we can take to find 
or build truly loving relationships.  If you want to improve 
your marriage or are recovering from a bad relationship, 
come to this series.  Study practical insights about love and 
forgiveness that can help build or re-kindle a lifelong, red-hot 
marriage. Join us and be a hero to your family! 
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Saturday, December 12 (10:00 AM – Noon) 

 
Christmas celebration for children and their 
families! We will enjoy a delicious brunch, 
fun games, decorative crafts and a Nativity 
Program.  Suggested donation $3 per 
family or bring in children©s toys for 
underprivileged children in Oakland County.   

Why is Bethany Starting a College-Age Ministry? 
 
After high school and youth group, our young adults are 
left to figure out life for themselves.  They attempt to find 
answers to questions: 

? Who Am I? 
? Where Do I Fit in? 
? What Makes Me Unique? 
? What Am I Going to Do with My Life? 
 

This time of questioning and searching can be short and 
only mildly painful, or it can be so disorienting that these 
young adults end up following all kinds of dangerous 
pursuits in an effort to find where they belong.  As a 
church, if we aren’t there to guide them, support them 
and help them transition into full adult discipleship, the 
WORLD will.   

 
We want to make it our mission to assimilate late 
adolescents into the body of Christ with the ultimate goal 
being to produce mature believers who then live out the 
call of the faith.  And, when they “leave” the college-age 
ministry, that they feel sure of themselves, are grounded 
in their faith, and most of all, feel an essential part of 
Bethany.  What a wonderful goal, don’t you think!!!??? 
 
What’s the Plan, you ask? 
�  Seek God’s Will: To continue to seek God’s direction 

in order for this ministry to serve our young people 
and honor Him. 

�  Prayer, lots of it.  We need your help in this area.  
Please keep this new ministry in your prayers. 

�  Training: Heather Haynes, Kayla Johnson and I 
attended the College Leader Conference in 
California.  We came away surprised, equipped, 
motivated and excited to be a part of this ministry. 

�  Adult Mentors: In order to successfully assimilate 
our young adults, we need lots and lots of support, 
from you!  Please prayerfully consider being a 
College Student Mentor.   

�  Java and Jabber: We will gather with our interesting 
college-age adults, enjoy coffee (or whatever) and 
talk.  Talk about what we need from this ministry, 
what we expect and so forth. 

�  Next???: From there, we dream that the college-age 
ministry lives up to God’s expectations.  That we 
focus on the people, not just programs. 

�  To follow this teaching:  “Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.”  Romans 12:2 

 
Are you a fan now and want to learn more: 
www.collegeleader.org  and  Facebook: Bethany 
College Students Group 
 
Coming Soon—College “Alumni” link on our website!! 
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We would like to offer an opportunity for individuals to 
advertise their business card in upcoming issues of 
Bethany’s LINC newsletter.  This will not only give our 
members an inexpensive way to advertise, but also 
provide some revenue to offset church expenses such as 
the printing of the LINC to those who still need a hard 
copy version.  Here’s an example (size will be restricted 
to a business card size – 2” x 3 1/2”): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cost will be $10.00 per issue or $100.00 for the year 
(12 issues).  You can request to run your business card a 
certain month or for a certain event or time of year.  
 
Questions?  Call James Bolin at 248-722-4516. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

�
(page 2 of Business Card – Market Place Meats) 
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By LINC Editor Ellen Whitehead 
 
During the beauty of Advent, join me in 
thanking God for his simple, yet 

beautiful, gifts he provides us: 
 
�  The smell of gingerbread cookies 

 
�  Hearing your favorite Christmas carol on the radio 

 
�  White twinkle lights on your neighbor’s front door 

 
�  Watching “It’s a Wonderful Life” for the umpteenth 

time! 
 

�  Admiring a beautifully-wrapped present 
 

�  Sneaking a peak at a child on Santa’s lap at the mall 
 

�  A special sermon by our special Pastor James that 
seems to speak directly to you 
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Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
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����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 
Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 

Deacon Nona Bos: 248-886-8615 
Deacon Bob Hunt: 248-481-2960 

Deacon Rodger Zeller: 248-789-5809 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 
 

 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The January LINC deadline is Sunday, 
December 27.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at whitehee@clarkston.k12.mi.us or put 
them in the tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  Thanks! 

 � � � ! � � �

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � �
 	 � � � � � � 	
�

� � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 	 � � � 
 � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � �
� � � � � � 	 � � � � � �
� 	 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � �
�
1 3 7 5  H i lle r  R o a d  
W a te rfo rd ,  M I 
4 8 3 2 7  


