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1.   ADVANCE \d 5Dear friends:

So, Rachel and Mark Sparling belong to a bike club. Not bicycles – motorcycles. All over the country motorcycle clubs are having a ceremony at the beginning of the biking season called “Blessing of the Bikers.” Well, they asked me if I would do such a ceremony with their club. So, on Wednesday this week, Buffy and Sammy joined me as I put on my robe and headed out to the parking lot. Waiting for me were more than 20 motorcycles with bikers and riders. We gathered about and I said a prayer for them and pronounced a blessing over them. In between those two actions I performed an anointing with each person present. Before I did this I explained that I did not have any “holy oil.” I told them that I thought of using 3-in-1 oil but decided instead on sunscreen. Then I produced a bottle of Hawaiian Tropic spf 30 Sunblock. They could see that it was a sunscreen produced for kids because emblazoned across the bottle was a giant pink heart with the word Barbie across it. (It was the only sunscreen I could find in the house.) After a good laugh they got real quiet as I applied some sunscreen on each person present by making the sign of the cross on his or her forehead. To each person I said, “I anoint you with sunscreen to confer the blessings of God.” Nobody moved. We were outside, but you could hear a pin drop. For these good people, it was a holy moment. I thought about taking an offering but decided that it was enough to leave these good people with a positive experience with the church. Buffy and Sammy both got motorcycle rides.
Gary Wills is one of my favorite authors. He taught Greek for many years at Johns Hopkins University. His latest book is called “What Jesus Meant.” He calls it a “devotional book” and “a profession of faith.” But, it is also full of thoughtful reflections and good scholarship. Here is one of my favorite passages: “Dark and mysterious as is the whole matter of the Incarnation and the Passion, perhaps a simple thing can help us think of them. I turn to my own experience. My young son woke up with a violent nightmare one night. When I asked what was troubling him, he said that the nun in his school had told the children they would end up in hell if they sinned. He asked me, ‘Am I going to hell?’ There is not an ounce of heroism in my nature, but I instantly answered what any father would: ‘All I can say is that if you’re going there, I’m going with you.’ If I felt that way about my son, God obviously loves him even more than I do. Perhaps the Incarnation is just God’s way of saying that, no matter what horrors we face or hells we descend to, he is coming with us.”
This Sunday, April 30, I will be leading an adult Sunday School class in the sanctuary at 9:30 AM. We will be talking about the New York Times best seller for nonfiction called Misquoting Jesus by Bart Ehrman. Excerpts will be provided.
Our worship will focus on Jesus’ saying “You are the light of the world.” My sermon is titled “Can You Give Me a Light?” I understand that we are going to have some good music. See you at 10:30 AM on Sunday.
