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Aug. 4-8 Vacation Bible School, 6 - 8:30 PM 

Aug. 10 Fellowship Dinner 
Aug. 10  New Member Orientation 

Aug. 24  By-Laws Town Meeting after Worship 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
 
So, I heard this joke.  It goes like this:  One Sunday 
morning, the church spinster was the Greeter.  A tall, 
rugged man approaches her and shakes her hand.  "I don’t 
believe I’ve seen you here before," she said.  "That’s right," 
he replied.  "You see I’ve been in the slammer."  "I’m sorry," 
she said, I do not know what you mean.  "Well," he said 
sheepishly, "I was incarcerated."  "I’m afraid I don’t know 
what that means either," she said.  "Lady, I was in the state 
penitentiary.  I was in jail!"   May I ask," said she, "what did 
you do to get there?"  "I murdered my wife", 
he replied.  To which she responded, "Oh, 
so I see you’re single!" 
 
It’s tough being single in a world of 
couples.  Sometimes you feel out of place 
in social situations like weddings.  
Sometimes you get nervous that people will misunderstand 
your interest or friendliness.  Sometimes you feel like you 
are somehow "second class". 
 
Recently, I’ve become aware of just how isolated and 
awkward some singles feel in the context of the church and 
its ministry.  This bothers me because, from my 
perspective, singleness or marriedness should have 
nothing to do one’s spiritual state or one’s experience within 
the church.  Certainly, the New Testament praises "both" 
states of being (I Corinthians 7:25-28).  One is not superior 
to the other. 
 
So, be wary of being judgmental as to why singles are not 
married.  It is not a flaw to be single.  Let me remind you 
that Jesus and probably Paul were both single!  Also, don’t 
fall into the Freudian tendency of our time to 
psycho-analyze single persons in order to assign possible 
subconscious barriers or ulterior motives.  Singleness is not 
a sign of deviancy nor is it a sign of deviousness.  Simply 
put: singleness is either a choice or a circumstance of 
living. 
 
There are many single people living out their Christian faith 
and commitment (probably more single people than married 
people).  Here are some ways to honor those who are 
single in our midst: 
 
1. Invite a single person to your house for dinner.  

Couples invite couples for dinner.  Why can’t families 
invite singles? 
 

 
 

2.  Make sure singles are invited and genuinely welcome 
at all church functions.  Being married is not a 
pre-qualification for church participation. 

3. Keep an eye on your attitudes.  Do they match the 
attitudes of the Kingdom as described in the Sermon on 
the Mount (Matthew 5-7)? 

4. Recognize the state of singleness as a holy state that 
honors God just as much as the married state. 

5. Be respectful and kind to singles, not because you feel 
sorry for them, but because they are children of God 
and worthy of your respect and loving kindness. 

 
I would be interested in hearing from any of you who have 
some thoughts or feelings on this subject. 
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Sept. 11 - Senior Picnic @ Crites 
Sept. 14 - Rally Day Fellowship Dinner 

Sept. 21 - Business Meeting after Worship to 
Vote on By-Laws 

Sept. 26 - Leader Training, 7 PM 
Sept. 28 - (repeat) Leader Training, 12 PM 
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Scripture and Sermon Titles for August 
 

STORIES OF FAITH FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
08/03 

   
COMMUNION 

 Scripture: Hebrews 11:8-10 
 Sermon: Abraham - Going Out Not Knowing 
 
08/10 FELLOWSHIP DINNER AFTER WORSHIP 
 Scripture: Genesis 33:1-12 
 Sermon: Jacob – Faith in God’s Blessings 
 
08/17 Scripture: Genesis 50:15-21 
 Sermon: Joseph - How God Trumps Evil 
 Intentions 
 
08/24 Scripture: selections from Exodus 3 & 4 
 Sermon: Moses - You Will Not Go Empty 
 Handed 
 
08/31 Scripture: selections from I Samuel 17 
       Sermon: David - What to do with Big Problems 
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Join us for our next ride after the 
fellowship dinner on August 10.  It is a 
good way to work off those calories you consume from 
our great Bethany cooks! 
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The need is great!  Please bring canned goods or dry 
goods for Lighthouse on Sunday, August 10.  Containers 
are in the vestibule. 
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On August 10, after the Fellowship Dinner, there will be 
a New Member Orientation in the Pastor’s Study.  The 
session will last for an hour and a half.  Child care will be 
provided.  If you are ready for church membership or if 
you just want to know more about Bethany, you are 
welcome to join us. 
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All men and boys are invited to the Men’s Breakfast on 
Saturday, August 16 at the Green Apple Restaurant on 
Cooley Lake Road.  8:30 AM. 
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You are welcome to join the Book Club.  We will meet 
again at Panera’s on M-59 (near Kroger) at 9:15 AM on 
Friday, August 22.  We will be discussing a classic— 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe.  Books 
are available to borrow.  Go to church office and pick 
one up.   
 

Town Meeting, August 24 
 

You will have an opportunity to ask questions and make 
suggestions concerning the proposed revisions of the 
church By-Laws on Sunday, August 24, immediately 
after worship.  Copies of the proposed revisions will be 
available on the church website 
(www.bethanywaterford.org) beginning August 19.  Hard 
copies will be at Grand Central the morning of August 
24.  You are encouraged to ask questions and make 
suggestions.  The By-Laws Committee includes Julie 
Patterson, Sue Pepper, and James Bolin. 
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You are invited to an elite inspirational/educational event 
called the Leadership Summit on August 7-8.  Pastor 
Bolin and other church leaders will be going to hear top 
leadership speakers and engage in break out groups 
that will encourage your faith and open your heart to 
possibilities to strengthen our effectiveness for ministry 

here at Bethany.  The event is open to all who wish to 
go.  Please contact Pastor Bolin at 248-722-4516 if you 
have an interest in going or pick up literature on the 
event in the church office. 
 

Friendship House Golf Tournament 
 

Put it on your calendar now!  The Friendship House Golf 
Outing will be Saturday, Sept. 27 at Fox Creek Golf 
Course in Livonia.  A continental Breakfast will be served 
at 8 AM with a shotgun start at 9 AM.  The cost is $85.00 
per golfer for 18 holes with cart, lunch at the turn, and a 
Chicken & Roast Beef Dinner afterwards.  There will be 
prizes, raffles, and so on!  If you want to get in on this, 
call Bill Maxfield at 248-698-1393. 

����

� � �� � � �
� � �� � �	 
� 
� � � �� � 
� �� � �� 

 
A big thank-you to everyone who helped out with the 
church picnic on July 20.  It was a tremendous success!  
Even though the weather was a bit questionable, we had 
a great turnout.  Isn’t it wonderful to be able to worship 
our God in the great outdoors! 
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Begins Sunday, September 7  

Nursery thru Adult 
 

The kids will continue to enjoy 
interactive, hands-on Bible lessons each Sunday, while 
the adults will enjoy varied classes ranging from 
Parenting, Marriage, Basic Bible Stuff, and Deeper Bible 
Stuff.  Come join us! 
 
Our first adult class is: 
 

Everything You Need to Know about Life in 
Bible Times in 6 1/2 easy lessons 

Begins September 7 in the Sanctuary at 9:30 AM 
 

Nelson Haynes will thrill you with hands-on, interactive 
learning about life during Bible Times.  

 
Topics will include: 

 
1. Does this house come with plumbing?   
2. What do we plant to eat? 
3. What technology did we have? 
4. I just can’t find a thing to wear! 
5. How do I defend my country? 
6. How do I cook this? 

 
� � � � ��� � �� � 	 �
 � � � �� �	 �� 
 � �� � ���� � � � ��� � �� � 	 �
 � � � �� �	 �� 
 � �� � ���� � � � ��� � �� � 	 �
 � � � �� �	 �� 
 � �� � ���� � � � ��� � �� � 	 �
 � � � �� �	 �� 
 � �� � �������

 
We just received another check ($105) just because you 
turned in your receipts.  Every little bit counts!  Thanks 
so much. – From the Youth Group 
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THANKS TO ALL!!! 
 
All the campers would like to say a big THANK YOU to 
all who supported and contributed to Camp Scholarships 
this year; from individual donations, pancake breakfast 
donations and concert attendees, we were able to send 
$2,150 worth of scholarships this Summer.  Overall, 26 
Bethany kids attended camp this summer as well as 6 
families for Family Camp.  Bethany’s Family Rocks!! 
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The girls are excited to tell you all that they just finished 
organizing, shopping, packing and delivered $1,000 
worth of food to Friendship House Friday, July 25th.  
Each box we packed contained non-perishable food for 
2 days and were packed for various size families.  We 
are honored and humbled that we can serve the 
community in this way and look forward to the next 
project we undertake for God’s kingdom! 
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Don’t forget VBS: 
 

Date:    August 4-8 
Time:   6:00-8:30 PM 
Theme: Power Lab - Where Jesus 
Gives Us the Power 

      (All Science!!) 
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Dear Friends of Open Door Outreach Center: 
 
It’s that time of year again.  We need to work on the 
needs of children for the coming school year.  We hope 
to service a minimum of 150 children this year.  That 
number will depend on the generosity of donors 
throughout our community.  Listed below are items we 
need (deadline August 5): 
 
�  Plain-colored backpacks (no cartoon characters, etc.) 
�  School supplies of all kinds 
�  $10 and $20 gift cards from Kohl’s 
 
Thank you—helping a child is one of the best things you 
can do in your life! 
 
Blessings - Sharon Josephson, Executive Director 
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Please join us in congratulating the Flesers on the arrival 
of their latest bundle-of-joy!  Jacob Isaac Fleser will be 
welcomed at home by big sister Isabel who will be a big 
help for mom and dad in the weeks to come. 
 

2008 Fellowship Dinner Schedule 
      
August 10 – Family Team  
September 14 – Women©s Team 
October 12 – Missions Team 
November 9 – Ministry Team 
December 14 – Youth 
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Our own Jan Rowe has recently found out she is going to 
be published in The Secret Place!  For those of you not 
familiar with this publication, it is a nationally-published, 
daily devotional.  We order it at Bethany for members to 
purchase (check it out in the lobby).  
 
Jan will have two devotionals published as well as one of 
her beautiful poems.  Be watching for one of the Winter 
editions.  In the meantime, here is a sneak preview—Jan’s 
poem that was selected for publication: 
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By Jan Rowe 
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Time is a valuable commodity for all of us.  But, Bethany 
could sure benefit from some of your time.  If all 
members chose one of the following volunteer 
opportunities, it would sure help your church!  After all, 
many hands make light work.  Please consider helping 
with the following: 
 
·  Pew Organization – We need people to check the 

pews on a weekly basis to make sure they are tidy 
and well stocked for the following week. 

·  Kitchen Supplies – We need volunteers to buy 
kitchen supplies and re-stock the kitchen (cups, 
plasticware, etc.).   

·  Kitchen Cleaning – Monthly help is needed to 
thoroughly clean the kitchen. 

·  Church Cleaning – We are currently saving costs by 
not having a paid custodian.  A sign-up sheet along 
with a list of what needs to be done is located in 
Grand Central for weekly church cleaning.  A BIG 
thank-you to our youth for helping out with this job 
lately.  They could sure use some more hands! 
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By Ellen Whitehead, LINC Editor 
 

Listen…do you hear IT?  Hmmm…what is 
IT?  There are so many sounds penetrating 
our ears every second of every day that it is 

often difficult to really hear IT.  
 
I recently read in the Reader’s Digest that a scientist who 
studies crickets in the Amazon has noticed a significant 
increase in man-made background sounds that are starting 
to drown out nature’s chorus.  Sad. 
 
On a personal note, I love the silence of a starry night up 
north on Little Twin Lake.  We hear frogs, the wind in the 
aspen leaves, an occasional owl and the calling of the 
ancient loons.  But now, we sometimes hear the whompf of 
a motor turning on in the distance as a natural gas pumping 
station hidden in the nearby woods comes to life late in the 
evenings. 
 
Sounds.  Man-made or God-made.  It is rare that we ever 
get to experience total silence.  Have you ever heard IT? 
 
What is this IT sound I have been so illusive about?  It is 
the sound of stillness that you can experience any time of 
day or any place—even when the background sounds are 
noisily jumping out all around you.  It is the place where you 
come to know God.  You have to look for IT, find IT and 
immerse yourself in IT—the quiet, the stillness where one 
meets God.  From His word: 
 

·  Be still and know that I am God. – Psalm 46:10 
·  He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me 

beside still waters. – Psalm 23:2 
·  But I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned 

child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul 
within me. – Psalm 131:2 

·  It is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 
– Lamentations 3:26 

·  It should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty 
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in 
God's sight. – 1 Peter 3:4 

 
Shhhh!  Can you hear IT?! 
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Here are a few informational tidbits from the Church 
Council meeting held on Monday, July 28: 
 

o Due to some requests from members, the 
Ministry Team will now be serving whole wheat 
at Communion as a healthier alternative. 

o Church Council meetings will now be on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month instead of 
Mondays beginning in August. 

o The Maintenance team has many projects that 
need attending and they will need some helping 
hands.  Watch for more information soon. 

 
�
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Free screened and cured garden compost/humus is 
available from the Southeastern Oakland County 
Resource Recovery Authority (SOCRRA). 
 
When: Saturdays – April thru September 2008 
 8:00 AM to Noon 
Where: SOCRRAs Yard Waste Compost Site at 
  1741 School Road, Rochester Hills 
 
�  Useful as a soil amendment and slow-release 

fertilizer throughout the landscape including lawns, 
trees, shrubs, vegetable and flower gardens. 

�  Shovel all you want for free, or they will load a 
pickup, trailer or truck for $15 (no credit cards). 

�  Regular price is $7/cu.yd. at all other times – 8 AM 
to 4 PM Monday thru Friday.  $15 minimum charge; 
no loading fee. 

 
For more information, contact mczuprenski@socrra.org 
or www.socrra.org/videocompost.htm. 
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By Nancy Maxfield 

 
The Chick Flick/Bible Study has been a great success.  
We have shared some good laughs, good discussions, 
good food and a few tears along the way.  An average of 
eight ladies attended each week.  Ladies, please take 
this as a personal invitation to attend one or all of the 
exciting events we have planned for the next few 
months. 
 
·  August 16 - 10:30 AM: G&G’s annual pot luck 

brunch at the home of Nona Bos. 
·  August 19 - 7:00 PM : G&G steering committee 

meeting at the home of Lottie Jespersen’s. 
·  September 5: Chocolate Tasting Party.  Amy Nelson 

will be hosting this.  Watch for details. 
·  September 25: Spaghetti Dinner.  This is a 

fundraiser for G&G and Marcia and Tina Davis are 
organizing this event. 

·  October 10 -12: Women’s Retreat at SpringHill 
Camps.  See Nancy Maxfield for details or Nona Bos 
regarding a scholarship.  Registration forms and $50 
deposit are due to Nancy by August 3. 

·  November 3 8:15 AM - 4:00PM: 
Historical Houses of Worship Tour.  
Twenty reservations have been made 
for this Detroit church tour.  Each ticket 
is $40.  This is a first pay/first served basis. See 
Nancy Maxfield for more info. 

·  December 6 - 4:00: Christmas Tea  
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Dear Bethany family, 
 
We would like to thank everyone for your cards and kind 
thoughts in the passing of Michael Barnesky.  It has 
brought great comfort to us.  Our greatest prayer is to 
cure Alzheimer’s disease before it hurts our children and 
grandchildren.  Sincerely, Pam & Mike Rooney 

�
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A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as 
fast as she could, trying not to be late for Bible class. As 
she ran she prayed, "Dear Lord, please don©t let me be 
late! Dear Lord, please don©t let me be late!" 
 
While she was running and praying, she tripped on a 
curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her 
dress. She got up, brushed herself off, and started 
running again! As she ran she once again began to pray, 
"Dear Lord, please don©t let me be late...But please 
don©t shove me either!" 
 

�  
 
Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their 
fathers. The first boy says, "My Dad scribbles a few 
words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they give 
him $50." 
 
The second boy says, "That©s nothing. My Dad scribbles 
a few words on piece of paper, he calls it a song, they 
give him $100." 
 
The third boy says, "I got you both beat. My Dad 
scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a 
sermon, and it takes eight people to collect all the 
money!" 
 

�  
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On August 10, there are a lot of “happenings” at 
Bethany!  We have our Fellowship Dinner, sponsored by 
the Family Team (we might just get a few “dogs” on a 
bun with mustard and ketchup).  Then the Bethany 
Bicyclists will take off on a nice ride to burn those 
calories.  Watch out for the dogs!  Pastor Bolin is also 
holding a New Member Orientation session in the 
Pastor’s Study.  Finally, on the 10th (to honor the Dog 
Days of Summer), the Outreach Task Force will have a 
little present to keep you cool for those hot days ahead!  
So, come and enjoy the fun!
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Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
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����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 

   Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 

���� �� � 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The September LINC deadline is 
Sunday, August 24.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at twinlakede@comcast.net or 
put them in the tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  
Thanks! 


