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April 5 - Palm Sunday; Believers’ Baptism; Communion 

April 9 - Maundy Thursday, 6 PM (youth-led Seder) 
April 10 - Good Friday: 1-3 PM "Stations"; 3 PM "Passion" 

April 11 - Easter Party & Egg Hunt, 10 AM - 12 PM 
April 12 - EASTER, 10:30 AM 

April 25 - "Cats & the Cradle" Benefit Concert, 7 PM 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
 
EASTER is the first Sunday after the first Saturday after 
the first full moon after the vernal equinox. 
 
There are so many facets to EASTER!  
Easter is like a diamond that shines 
forth beauty and wonder that cannot be 
fully grasped by any one point of view.  
If you look at a diamond from one 
direction, you will see it’s lustrous 
brilliance shine forth but only from that one angle.  If you 
look at it from another direction or under different light, it 
is just as beautiful but in a little different way.  You 
cannot see all of the glory of the diamond all at once. 
 
Easter is like that!  Let’s consider some of the beauty of 
this diamond which is the most important festival of the 
Christian Church. 
 
·  Easter is the story of the resurrection of Christ.  
·  Easter affirms our belief that death is not the end. 
·  Easter asserts that good is stronger than evil; that 

hope is stronger than despair; that faith is stronger 
than unbelief. 

·  Easter reminds us of the spiritual truth - that after 
winter comes the spring. 

·  Easter tells us of the possibility of new life in Christ. 
·  Easter makes us feel good about family. 
·  Easter is a time to renew our faith. 
·  Easter fills us with happy memories. 
·  Easter show us that after the dark times come the 

blessings of life. 
·  Easter gives us the assurance that God will let us 

begin again. 
·  Easter is a feeling of joy that supersedes our 

suffering. 
·  Easter proclaims that God loves us. 
·  Easter calls us to re-commit ourselves to Christ. 
·  Easter helps us feel the joy of being alive. 
·  Easter tastes like the sweetness of Easter candy. 
·  Easter makes me want to sing. 
·  Easter showcases flowers that reflect the glory of 

God. 

 
 
·  Easter confirms my personal faith. 
·  Easter colors comprise a rainbow of hope. 
·  Easter predisposes me to look for miracles all 

around. 
·  Easter fixes my gaze on Jesus. 
·  Easter frames our existence within the context of 

Eternity. 
 
Can you see other facets, other wonders, other 
experiences that Easter reflects?  Easter is like a 
diamond.  It is a marvel to be experienced one facet at a 
time.  Come; join your community of faith in the 
celebration of Easter on April 12, 10:30 AM.  Bethany is 
your church home.  Let’s celebrate together the wonder 
of Easter. 
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On Sunday, April 5, we will observe Believers’ Baptism 
as several youth enter the waters of baptism to profess 
their faith.  There will a Baptismal Reception for these 
youth immediately following the service. 
 

Scripture and Sermon Titles for April 
 

04/05 
  
   COMMUNION; BAPTISM; PALM SUNDAY 

 Scripture: Luke 19:37-40; Acts 8:26-40  
 Sermon: "Good News Stories"  
 
04/09 MAUNDY THURSDAY, 6 PM (Youth led Christian 

Seder) 
 
04/10 GOOD FRIDAY, "Stations of the Cross" anytime 

from 1-3 PM; 3 PM Viewing of "The Passion of 
Christ" (childcare available) 

 
04/12 EASTER SUNDAY, 10:30 AM 
 Scripture: Luke 24:1-12 
 Sermon: "A Whole New Ball Game"  
 
04/19 SURPRISE SUNDAY 
 Scripture: Luke 24:36-49 
 Sermon: "Wonderment" 
 
04/26 ASCENSION SUNDAY 
 Scripture: Luke 24:50-53 
 Sermon: "Where’s Jesus Now?"  
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You have an opportunity to 
observe Good Friday at 
Bethany.  You or your entire 
family can move through "the 
stations of the cross" and 
relive Jesus’ last hours.  Come anytime between 1 & 3 
PM for this beautiful experience.  Also, at 3 PM, there 
will be a showing of Mel Gibson’s "The Passion of 
Christ."  Childcare will be provided during the movie. 
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April 12 is Easter Sunday.  We will celebrate our risen 
Lord at 10:30 AM with a service of public worship.  There 
will be no Sunday School or Fellowship Dinner on 
Easter.  
 

� � � � � � � � � 	 
� � � � � 
 

 

You are invited to share in a Fellowship Dinner after 
worship on April 19.  Please bring a dish of food to 
share and stay for the fellowship.  The Stewardship & 
Tech Teams will be hosting. 
 

Food for Lighthouse 
 
The need is great!  Please bring canned goods or dry 
goods for Lighthouse on Sunday, April 19.  Containers 
are in the vestibule. 
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Beginning in May, we will be sending the LINC to 
everyone via e-mail.  If you do not have email, or if you 
are unlikely to read the LINC online, or if you don’t 
actually check your e-mail, or even if you just plain prefer 
to get your LINC in the mail—we want to hear from you!!!   
 
ALSO, if we don’t have your current e-mail address, we 
need it!  SO, we have created a form to give the office 
some clarity about who prefers a Snail Mail LINC.  The 
form is at Grand Central and will be in the bulletin 
throughout the month of April.  Or, call us at 
248-681-2130 to give your preference.  You may also 
e-mail us at office@bethanywaterford.org. 
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You are invited to join those reading the book The Story 
of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski on Friday, May 8 
at 9:15 AM.  We will be meeting at Andy Pepper’s place 
@ Sunrise, 5700 Water Tower Place, Clarkston, MI 
48346 (off Dixie Hwy. just past White Lake Road).  You’ll 
need to pick up a copy of the book at the library or a 
bookstore.  See you there. 
 

CATS & THE FIDDLER 
 
Put it on your calendar right now.  On April 25 we are 
having a concert at Bethany to support camp 
scholarships.  We are so happy to welcome the locally 
popular group "Cats & the Fiddler" to headline this 
benefit.  Saturday, April 25 - 7:00 PM. 
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We’ve got 40 tickets for the Home Plate Event on 
Saturday, May 2 at Comerica Park!  Come to the Home 
Plate Program at 12:05 PM and hear Detroit Tigers give 
their testimonies.  Also hear a message of faith from 
former Tiger Frank Tanana.  After the program you will 
have a chance to actually go out on the field and walk 
around.  The game with the Cleveland Indians starts at 
3:40 PM.  This year we will all get to sit together during 
the program and the game.  Tickets are $26.00 each.  
See Lon Fall for tickets. 
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Make plans to go with the Bethany Men up to Camp Lael 
in Lapeer for the annual Work Day on May 16.  Contact 
Bob Hunt for details. 
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See Ellen Whitehead for tickets to the July 24 Tiger 
Game with the Chicago White Sox.  Game starts at 7:05 
PM.  We only have 50 tickets available.  First-come, first-
served!  Tickets are $26.00 each.   
 

COMING IN MAY 
 

May 2 - Home Plate @ Comerica Park, 12:05 PM 
May 7 - National Day of Prayer, 

6 PM Dinner; 7 PM Service 
May 10 - Mother/Mentor Day Celebration 

May 17 - Camp Sunday/Pancake Breakfast after Church 
May 28 - ABC Youth Rally @ Joe Dumars Fieldhouse 
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Thanks to all who attended and donated to the Youth 
Fundraiser.  At last count, we made $1,200!!   
In appreciation of all who helped make it happen: Chad 
& Mary Morgan, Lottie Jespersen, Darlene Mulanix, 
Anna McGregor, Jon McGregor, Nona Bos, Bob Hunt, 
Sandy Beamer, Beth Wooster & Dorothy Maman.  
 
And all the Youth who worked their little hearts out: Brett 
McClow, Andrew, Alison & Adam Upleger, Deanna & 
Katie Crites, Rebecca & Matt Nugent, Kim & Stephanie 
Wooster, Matt Yettow, Angela Socotch, Bobby Swayne, 
Melissa Sargent, Robby Tuohy & Jaime Carter.  
 
And all the young ones who helped out: Brady & Caitlin 
Morgan, Abby Upleger.  
�
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"Many hands make light work!" so the saying goes.  The 
Christian Education Team has several small tasks that 
need a willing person.  Check the list below and see 
which one might be right for you. 
 
Birthday Cards to Children - Each month send out a few 
cards to those having birthdays.  A list, cards and  
stamps will be provided. 
 
Decorate Bulletin Boards - In two children©s classrooms.  
Michelle has lots of materials and ideas for you to use. 
 
Sunday School Attendance Keeper - Set up clipboards 
with attendance sheets/offering envelopes.  Deliver them 
to and from the four classrooms on Sunday morning. 
 
Sunday Morning Worship Folders for Children – 
Worksheets can be created by way of the computer for 
the children.  These are placed in colorful folders for the 
children to use during their stay in the worship service. 
 
Each of these tasks is important aspects to the total CE 
program.  Please call Michelle at 248-802-2892 or Joann 
Shulte 682-819-0890 if you have questions or would like 
to do any of these tasks. 
 
We need YOU! - Thanks Michelle 

 
Winter Camp at Lael 

 
Nine 3rd-5th graders 
attended Junior Winter 

Retreat at Camp Lael.  Several of them expressed an 
interest in taking their faith to the next level of 
commitment.  The theme was Know/Love/Serve.  We 
focused on getting to know God better, learning to be 
more loving and realizing that serving is an important 
component of being a true disciple of Christ.  
 
The next week, 12 youth embarked on the same retreat.  
We all agreed that it was the best winter weekend we©ve 
attended!  We left feeling inspired, challenged and filled 
with God©s love.  
 
Thanks to my male chaperones who offered their 
weekends to the kids:  Jon McGregor and Chad Morgan.  
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I am so excited to write this to my church family.  On 
March 15th, 23 kids and youth participated in the 
Baptism Scavenger Hunt!!  I was a bit unprepared for the 
numbers, but what a wonderful problem to have!  We 
enjoyed lunch at Bethany after service, followed by a 
spiritual program to illustrate the meaning of salvation 
and baptism.  We then hopped into cars and embarked 
on a fun adventure where each location was relevant to 
the discussion of baptism.  We ended our day at Mott 
High School’s pool where we enjoyed swimming.   
 
Thanks to all the drivers/ chaperones who made this day 
possible:  Mary Morgan, Chad Morgan, Kris Carter, 
Sharon Bergman and Connie Croff.  
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By LINC Editor Ellen Whitehead 
 
I really enjoyed James last sermon on 
Everyday Compassion.  When Christ 

said to Peter “I will make you fishers of men” don’t you 
think he was talking about using everyday compassion 
with people?!   
 
There’s nothin’ like spending a day fishin’ that makes 
you STOP, BE STILL, and experience some 
EVERYDAYNESS.  But more on that later… 
 
So many people at Bethany get involved in projects of 
compassion.  You’ll read about such opportunities in this 
newsletter.  From volunteering to help our Christian 
Education program, to our youth going on a mission trip 
in Indiana—from Christmas in Action to a Camp Lael 
Workday.  Many in our congregation also work in other 
non-church related activities such as Habitat for 
Humanity or being a Youth Mentor.  Isn’t that great! 
  
But, everyday compassion is also so very important.  
That’s where the fishin’ comes in.  I think if we treat 
people we come in contact with everyday like a day 
spent fishin’ on a quiet lake or stream, we’d be fulfilling 
Christ’s dream of being people fishermen.  We’d be: 
 
o Relaxed and in the moment 
o Giving our undivided attention to what lies before us 
o Letting our worries drift away with the waves 
o Extending a line (or a hand) for someone to grab 

hold of 
o Watching for signs that the time is right to bring that 

someone toward us 
o Amazed and thrilled with the interaction between two 

beings . . . and sometimes 
o Being willing to release and let go. 
 
Do you wanna go fishing?  I know of some pretty nice 
fishin’ holes. 
 

Treasurer’s Monthly Report – Jon McGregor 
(through February 2009) 

 

 Budget Actual  +/- 
All Offerings 27,316 23,167 -4,149 
Other Income      284      732 +  448  
Total Income 27,600 23,899 -3,701 
 

Expenses 34,837 32,184 -2,653 
 

Net +/- -7,237 -8,285  -1,048   
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Attention all Social Security recipients!!  You will soon 
receive an extra $200.  I intend to donate it to the 
Bethany Building Fund.  If everyone eligible does the 
same, we can significantly lower our mortgage principal!   
�

Youth Leader Core 
 
Bobby Swayne, Deanna Crites and Kayla Johnson just 
completed their last weekend before graduation.  They 
have been to Roscommon to serve the elderly, traveled 
to Chicago to experience urban evangelism and served 
the local community in Flint.  They each have had 
amazing transforming experiences growing in their faith 
and leadership ability.  An important aspect to YLC is 
empowering the youth to begin in ministry now.  The 
following are their Personal Ministry Plans:  
 
Bobby Swayne: To serve a student-leadership position 
on the Cartoon Boys Group to help continue to grow this 
important ministry of Bethany.  
 
Kayla Johnson: To serve in the Children©s Ministry at 
Bethany in several capacities, from preschool teaching 
to leadership position at VBS to traveling children©s 
parties for shelters.  
 
Deanna Crites: To form and co-create a Young 
Adult/College Age Ministry of young "Alumni" from the 
youth group, where the 18-25+ year olds will continue 
their spiritual growth in a relevant environment.  
 
Please continue to pray for these amazing youth and 
thank you so much for your support!  
 

Youth to be Proud of! 
 

You can be enormously proud of the teenagers in our 
congregation!  You see, this summer, those very 
students will serve—alongside dozens of other youth 
groups from all over the country—on a short-term 
mission trip to Indianapolis, Indiana.  And take my word 
for it: this is no ordinary youth group trip!  
 
For starters, our kids will spend their week sleeping on 
the floor of a local church or school. Then every 
morning, rain or shine, they’ll be up early to launch into a 
full day of service to others.  
 
Each day, all day, our kids will work alongside area 
churches and service agencies to assist low-income, 
elderly, and disabled people—people who can no longer 
help themselves. Kids may hammer together wheelchair 
ramps…paint a playground…staff a soup 
kitchen…whatever a local agency needs done to further 
ministry to those in need.  
�
�
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We have a Website!!  
http://fundraising.group.com/site/workcamps2009/ 
WaterfordBethanyYouth  
 
Visit to see what we are preparing for and to see how 
you can help.  
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Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 

   Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The May LINC deadline is Sunday, 
April 26.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at twinlakede@comcast.net or put them in 
the tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  Thanks! 


